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Year wise courses and marks distribution.

First year Honours.

Course Code Course Title Marks Credits
Problems of Philosophy 100 4
History of Western Philosophy : Ancient and 100 4
Medieval
General Ethics 100 4
Psychology 100 4
Introducing Sociology 100 4

Or
Introduction to Social Work
Introduction to Political Theory 100 4
Total = 600 24

Detailed Syllabus

Course Code.............: Problems of Philosophy Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

Group : A

The Nature, Scope and Methods of Philosophy.

Functions of Philosophy.

Relation of Philosophy to Science, Religion and Common-sense.

Theories of the origin of knowledge : Authoritarianism, Rationalism, Empiricism, Critical theory of
Kant, Intuitionism.

The Object of Knowledge : Idealism and Realism.

Theories of Truth : Correspondence, Coherence and Pragmatic Theories.

Theories of Evolution : Mechanical, Teleological, Creative and Emergent.

Group : B

Concept of Matter, Space and Time.

The Nature of Life—Mechanism, Vitalism and the Concept of Emergence.

Theories of Reality : Idealism and Materialism, Monism, Dualism and Pluralism.

The Nature of Mind and the Theories of Mind-Body Relation.

The Problem of Value.

Freedom of Will and Immortality of the Soul.

Philosophy of God : The Idea of God and Arguments for and against God’s Existence. God and the
Problem of Evil.



Books Recommended

Edwards, P. and Pap, A. (eds.) : 4 Modern Introduction to Philosophy, New York: Free Press of
Galence, 1963

Hirst, R. J. (ed.) : Philosophy, London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1970

Hospers, J. : An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis, New Delhi: Allied Publishers, 1975
Joad, C. E. M.. : Introduction to Modern Philosophy, Oxford : Clarendon Press,1953

Matin, A. : An Qutline of Philosophy, 2™ edition, Dhaka : Adhuna Publishers, 2006

Patrick, T. W. : Introduction to Philosophy, New York: George Allen and Unwin, 1968
Taylor, A. E. : Elements of Metaphysics, London: University Paperbacks, 1961

Titus, H. H. : Living Issues in Philosophy, New Delhi: Eurasia Publishing House, 1968
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Course Code...........: History of Western Philosophy : Ancient and Medieval Marks 100, 4
Credits, 60 Lectures

Group : A

A brief introduction to Greek Philosophy, Milesian Philosophy, Pythagorean Philosophy, Philosophy
of Change and Permanence, Pluralistic Philosophy and Anaxagoras, Philosophies of the Sophists,
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and Neo-Platonism.

Group : B

A brief introduction to Medieval Philosophy, Scholasticism, Philosophy of St. Anselm, St. Augustine
and Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus, William of Occam.

Books Recommended

Allan, D. J. : The Philosophy of Aristotle, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970
Armstrong, A. H. : An Introduction to Ancient Philosophy, London: Clarendon Press, 1959
Boyd, W. : An Introduction to the Republic of Plato, London: George Allen and Unwin, 1962
Burnet, J. : Early Greek Philosophy, London: Adam and Charls blach, 1963
Conford, F. M. : The Republic of Plato, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1945
Copleston, F. : 4 History of Philosophy, Vol. I, New York: Image Books, 1962
McKeon, R. : Introduction to Aristotle, New York: Modern Library, 1947
Nettleship, R. L. : Lectures on the Republic of Plato, London: Macmillan and Co., 1964
Radhakrishnan, S. (ed.) : History of Philosophy : Eastern and Western, Vol. 2, London: George Allen
and Unwin, 1953
Russell, B. : History of Western Philosophy, New York: Simon and Schuster, 1965
Stace, W. T. : 4 Critical History of Greek Philosophy, London: Macmillan and Co., 1962
Taylor, A. E. (ed.) : Aristotle, London: Prentice Hall, 1963
Thilly, F. : A History of Philosophy, Allahabad: Central Book Depo, 1973
Zeller, E. : Outlines of the History of Greek Philosophy, New York: Rutledge & Kegan Paul, 1963
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Course Code.............: General Ethics Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

Nature, scope & utility of ethics.

Normative Ethics, Meta-ethics, Practical Ethics, Environmental Ethics.
Relation of Ethics to Religion, Psychology and Sociology.

The Problem of Freedom.

Moral Judgment — its nature, subject and object.

Postulates of Moral Judgement.

Voluntary action : Voluntary, non-voluntary and involuntary actions.
Theories of Moral Standard : Utilitarianism, Intuitionism, Perfectionism, Evolutionism, Rationalism,
Scepticism, Existentialism and Marxism.

Theories of Relationship between Individual and Society.

Theories of Punishment.

Moral Progress.

Books Recommended

Albert, EXM. (ed.): Great Traditions in Ethics, California: Wadsworth, 1984

Frankena, W K. : Ethics, New Delhi: Prentice-Hall, 1995

Honer, S.M., et. al. ed. : Invitation to Philosophy, California: Wadsworth, 1982

Lillie, W. : An Introduction to Ethics, London: Methuen and Co., 1966

Mabbott, J.D. : An Introduction to Ethics, London: Hutchinson, 1966

Mackenzie, J.S.: 4 Manual of Ethics, University Tutorial Press, 1980

Mappes, T.A. (ed.): Social Ethics, New York: McGraw-Hill, 1987

Porter, B.F.: The Good Life : Alternatives in Ethics, New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1980
Rashid, Haroon : Normative Marxism : Making Sense of Jon Elster’s Marx, Dhaka: Jatiya Sahittya
Prokash, 2007

Roston, Holmes: Environmental Ethics: Duties to and Values in the Natural World, Philadelphia,
Temple Univesity Press, 1988

Scherer and Attig (eds.): Ethics and the Environment, New Jersy: Prentice-Hall, 1983

Taylor, P.W.: Principles of Ethics: An Introduction, California: Wadsworth, 1975

Wellmar, C. : Morals and Ethics, New Jersy: Prentice Hall, 1988
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Course Code.............: Psychology = Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

Definition, nature and scope of Psychology, Psychology as a Science. Methods of Psychology;
Psychological basis of Behaviour; the Nervous System, Motivation, Emotion, Sensation and Feling.
Attention, Perception, Learning, Remembering and Forgetting, Intelligence, Personality.

Books Recommended

Andrews, T.G. (ed): Methods of Psychology, New York: Witey, 1948
Bartlett, F.C., Remembering : A Study in Experiemental and Social Psychology, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1995
Boring, E.G.: Sensation and Perception in the History of Experimental Psychology, New York:
Appleton-Century Crofts, 1989
Dember, W.N.: Psychology of Perception, New Y ork: Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc., 1960
Eysenck, H.J.: Dimensions of Personality, New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Publishers, 1998
: The Structure of Personality, London: Methuen and Co., 1959
Fraisse, P.: The Psychology of Time, London: Eyre and Spotishwood, 1963
Gulford, J.P.: Personality, New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1959
Guthrie, E.R.: The Psychology of Learning, New York: Harper and Row, 1952
Hilgard, E. R. : Introduction to Psychology, New Y ork: Harcourt, Orace and Co., 1979
Hull, C.L.: Principls of Behavior: An Introduction to Behavior Theory, New York: Applection
Century Orofts, 1966
Morgan, C. T. and R. A. King : Introduction to Psychology, New Y ork: McGrow-Hill Book Co., 1966
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Course Code ......... : Introducing Sociology Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

1. Definition, Nature & Scope of Sociology, relationship with other social sciences.
Development of Sociology: Contributions of Auguste Comte, Herbert Spencer, Emile
Durkheim, Max Weber

2. Culture, Beliefs & Values: Norms, sanctions, symbols, language, subculture, counter-
culture, hegemony & resistance

3. Globalization, Culture and Society: Globalization and its different dimensions, Cultural
globalization, global culture and social change

4. Urbanization and Social Formation: Definition of urbanization and urbanism, Process of
urbanization in developing societies and social formation, over urbanization, growth of slum
& poverty in mega cities

5. Gender and Society: Discourse of WID, WAD and GAD, Why gender is important in the
discourse of development, Gender inequality & women’s subjugation in developing societies.



6. Environmental Problems, Natural Disasters and Social Crisis: Climate change and its
impact on society, Natural disaster, social crisis and vulnerabilities, Climate change,
deforestation and mal-development.

7. Social Inequality: Dimensions of social inequality: Class, gender, age, minority group
(religious and indigenous), economic vulnerability, Social inequalities in developed &
developing countries.

8. Types of societies: Marxist view on classifying societies on the basis of type of control over
economic resources and Lenski’s view on classifying societies by their main means of
subsistence.

9. Deviance & Social Control: Definition of deviance, theories of deviance. Crime & justice
system, agencies of social control

10. Health, Illness and Society: Nature & scope of the problem, Urbanizations, acute, chronic &
life style diseases, Social, environmental & behavioural factors affecting health,
Communicable & behavioural diseases: STD, HIV/AIDS, TB, Hep-B etc

Reference

Giddens Sociology
Tony Bilton et al Introductory Sociology

Course Code ....... : Introduction to Social Work Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

1. Social Work: Meaning, Characteristics, Scope and Importance Relationship of Social Work
with other Sciences- Sociology, Economics, Psychology and Political Science.
Evolution: Evolution of Social Work in UK, USA, India and Bangladesh.

3. Social Reformers and their Movements in Pre-partition India and Bangladesh: Raja
Rammohan Ray, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, A.K Fazlul Haque, Sir Syad Ahmed, Begum
Rokeya.

Social Legislations Related to Social Security, Women Welfare, Child Welfare.

5. Profession and Social Work: Meaning and Characteristics of Profession, Social Work as
profession, Philosophical, Religions and Ethical Basis of Social Work.

6. Industrial Revolution: Meaning, Impact on Society, Industrialization, Urbanization, Welfare
State.

7. Social Problems and Social Services in Bangladesh.

8. Methods of Social Work: Basic and Auxiliary Methods and their Basic Issues such as
Meaning, Elements, Principles and Area of Use. Importance of Social Work Methods in
Bangladesh.



Books Recommended:

1. Barker, Robert L. :Social Work Dictionary, 3" ed. NASW, New York, 1995.
2. Coulshed, Veronica Social Work Practice: An Introduction 2™ ed. London. Macmillan,
1991.

3. Friedlander, Walter A.  : Introduction to Social Welfare. Prentice Hall, 2" ed. New Delhi-
1967.
. Khalid, M. : Welfare State, Karachi, Royal Book, 1968
5. Morales, A. And Shaefor, B. Social Work — A Profession of many faces, 4™ ed. Allyan and
Bacan, Boston, 1986.

Course Code ......... : Introduction to Political Theory Marks 100, 4 Credits, 60 Lectures

Political Science : Meaning, Nature, Scope, Methods, Relations to other Social Sciences, Importance
to Study Political Science.

State : Definition, Elements, State and Government, State and Individual, State and Society, Theories
of the origin of the state.

Fundamental concepts : Sovereignty, Law, Liberty, Equality, Rights and Duties, Nation,
Nationalism, Internationalism.

Concepts of Political Sociology : Political culture, elite theory, Max Weber and Bureaucracy

Political Thinkers : Plato, Aristotle, St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke
and Rousseau.

Books Recommended :

1. R.G. Gettell . Political Science

2. J. W. Garner . Political Science and Government

3. R. M. Maclver . The Modern State

4. G.H. Sabine : A History of Political Theory

5. William Ebenstein  :  Great Political Thinkers-Plato to the Present
6. H.G. Laski : A Grammar of Politics
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